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 MARCH PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
by LOU RODINO 

 

Dear Poinciana Residents, 
 

I have decided not to run for president of the 
Poinciana Community Group in 2021. It was a 

for the last 12 years.  
 

Over these years, I have brought our country 

made major improvements to the look of our 
clubhouse inside and out. We renovated all the 
bathrooms, the Poinciana room, and the  
Community Room. The tennis courts were 

 
have been installed in the parking lots. We have 

of being closed, reopened our Bistro. 
 

In 2009 we had our first Memorial Day Parade & 
Ceremony. For the next ten years we ran this 
function each May. It was loved by all our resi-
dents and unequaled by other communities. We 
had a lecture series in the Poinciana room that 
was very well received and started the Poinciana 

an Art Class and Art Show to display the works 
of our artists. We updated our gym and started 
Yoga and Pilates classes. While doing all this, 
we still pay only $50 a month in Clubhouse dues. 
Without a doubt, our Country Club can hold its 
own against communities that charge much more 
in dues  
 

However, there are still things that need to be 
done. In this coming year, we will be working on 
refurbishing the wall on Lake Worth Road. Our 
entrance tells people who we are. 
 

During my years as your president, I have tried to 
answer our residents' needs, and for the most 
part, I think I have succeeded. Your job is to elect 
representatives to our board that work for our  

President’s Report continues on bottom of page 2 
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INDEX OF ADVERTISERS FROM THE EDITOR 
by Joyce Graham 

Hope- "to cherish a desire with anticipation," "to 
want something to happen to be true." – Merriam 
Webster  
Two weeks ago, I received my first vaccine shot. 
I was happy that I finally got an appointment 
and, for the first time in almost a year, I had an 
overwhelming feeling of hope. As I wait for my 
second shot this week, I am still feeling hopeful.  
I have surveyed (very informally) everyone I've 
talked to or communicated with on social media 
in the past 3 weeks about their emotional reac-
tions to getting the vaccine. The vast majority 
have said it was hope that came to mind first. 
Why are we hopeful? What is it that we all want? 
We want to go back to our lives before the Pan-
demic and knowing that’s not going to be possi-
ble, we know that we are heading, finally, to our 
new normal. We can be reasonably sure that 
facemasks will be commonplace in the year 
ahead and probably beyond. A yearly COVID 
vaccine may be an annual occurrence along with 
flu, pneumonia, and shingles shots, especially 
for the over 65 population. Travel will be differ-
ent. After 9/11, security scans were instituted 
and now commonplace - a new normal. But isn't 
it wonderful, after almost a year, to feel hopeful? 
What is the first thing you're going to do after 
you get your second vaccine shot? 
I've been making lists - lists of who I want to see, 
where I want to go, what things I want to go back 
to doing.  A friend and I were supposed to be in 
Paris right before Christmas this past year - I 
have a list of places to visit in Paris.  I had tenta-
tive plans for a women's only guided tour of Ire-
land - I have a list of things to pack. Those trips 
are on my list of places to go along with North 
and South Dakota – the only two states I haven't 
visited. I have a list of everyone I want to see 
and where they live. I have an overly ambitious 
tentative route planned from Florida to New Jer-
sey, to NY to Vermont, to Las Vegas, then La 
Jolla, Sedona, a couple of places in Texas, Loui-
siana and back to Florida. Probably not going to 
happen but I’m hopeful  

My mother passed away at the end of March,  

 From the Editor continues on top of page 3 

community and understand its needs.  
 

I want to thank all the residents who have worked 

Without your help, we would not have been so 
successful. Thank you, thank you!! 
 

Louis Rodino 

President’s Report continued from front cover 

Phil Blumenthal     
Janice Kulwin    
John McCoy 
Edith Silberman   
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It gives you a bit of happiness because there is 
wonderful anticipation about all things that are 
possible. 
Travel itineraries are a big part of what I've been 
planning. This month, Sue Painter has written the 
article, Banking on Hope, about what you can ex-
pect from the travel industry and what you should 
know if you plan to travel in the next year. Jan 
Chamberlain, an Essex resident who has been 
unable to come to Florida from Canada, also 
writes about travel but from her home using 
Zoom and a few other online sites to see the 
world while looking out of her snow-covered yard.  
Be sure to check out the recipe for Black Forest 
Pies from Toni Mirobelli – it's delicious! 
As you have read, Lou Rodino has decided to re-
sign from the Poinciana Community Board. Lou 
and his fellow board members have made so 
many positive changes in our community over the 
12 years he served as President. We wish him 
well and thank him for all of his hard work. He'll 
be missed! 
Stay safe. Be kind. 

From the Editor continued from page 2 AMBASSADOR 
by Pat Sullivan 

This past month all of us at the Ambassador 
were greatly saddened by the passing of Ronnie 
Mahoney-Gearhart, our friend and neighbor. We 
will miss her bright smile, her welcoming greeting 
to one and all, her infectious laugh, and her tire-
less energy. Wherever you are, Ronnie, we hope 
you are dancing with a tall scotch in your hand. 
We have several things happening this month. 
On March 2nd, all of the garbage chutes will be 
cleaned by Southern Chute. DO NO THROW 
garbage down the chutes between noon and 4 
pm. The alarm system will be on test mode while 
this service is being done. On March 3rd Life 

sprin-
klers. If you have a damaged sprinkler, you have 
already been notified and, hopefully, have paid 
for this repair. If you are unable to be home on 
this day, please let a board member know. If Life 
Safety does not have access to your Unit on 
March 3rd, you will be billed $200 for them to re-
turn. Please check the bulletin for updates on 
both these events. 

If you are expecting a delivery, please make sure 
you tell the delivery people to use the ramps on 
either side of the lobby. No deliveries should be 
made through the lobby. You, as the unit owner, 
will be held responsible for any damage that oc-
curs. This is your home, so please respect and 
take care of it. Thank you. 

Best wishes to one and all for a Happy Saint  
Patrick's Day! 

Library News  
by Pat Sullivan 

Just a note to remind everyone that the Library 
on the second floor of the Clubhouse is 
opened.  Please feel free to visit and take out a 
book or two for your reading pleasure.   
We are still missing many of the new books that 
were purchased last year. Maybe you have for-
gotten to return a book. Our hard cover books 
are stamped with PROPERTY OF POINCIANA 
COMMUNITY LIBRARY on the inside of the 
front cover.  Please take a look.  Thank you. 
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COP Unit 39 
Please be assured that our Unit is keeping an 
eye on things. We are continuing our training 
online and hope to be back on patrol soon.  
Our new Captain is Jeff Marcus. I’m happy he 
has taken on the responsibility! Many thanks to 
Jay Whitman for all of his years of service.  
If you see something, say something. That’s the 
Sheriff Department motto. Do not hesitate to re-
port something suspicious.  Stay safe! 
 

Lt Barbara Crespy 215-813-7053 
Capt Jeff Marcus 321-514-6535 
Sgt Deb Lingenfelter 814-932-7814 

POINCIANA PLACE  
CONDOMINIUM 3 Inc.  

by Ira Beckoff  
Welcome to March 2021. We are still under the 
thumb of the Covid-19 Virus, but things are im-
proving. Many of us have received our second 
Covid Vaccination shot. Here's hoping that by 
the summer, we may be able to have social 
events at our pool. 
On February 12th, the CDC said, "People who 
have been fully vaccinated against Covid-19 do 
not need to quarantine if they are exposed to the 
coronavirus. Quarantining is unnecessary for ful-
ly vaccinated people within three months of hav-
ing received their last doses as long as they do 
not develop any symptoms. "Fully vaccinated" 
means that at least two weeks have passed 
since a person has received the second dose of 
a two-dose vaccine or one dose of a single-dose 
vaccine." Masks, social distancing, and hand 
washing are still required. Let us hope they are 
correct. 
Help stop Covid Masks and Blue Nitrile Gloves 
from being tossed into the gardens, the parking 
lots, and elsewhere. Please remind anyone as-
sisting you to throw Gloves and Masks away 
properly into the garbage dumpster. 
We had our Annual Member's meeting and 
Board Organization meeting at a socially dis-
tanced pool event on January 21st poolside. 
Since there were no candidates who wished to 
run for the board, no election results were count-
ed. Most of last year's board members agreed to 
remain on the board.  
After many years of hard work and service, 
George Hoffman decided to resign from the 
board. Thanks and good luck to George. I'm 
sure that in an emergency, he will jump in if 
needed. The open seat was filled by a board 
vote for Gail Hoffmann to be a board member. 
This is in addition to her job as our treasurer. 
That brings the board back to seven members. 
Two pieces of good news about the Poinciana 3 
pool. Water leaks from the pool have been 
stopped. No further leak prevention work is 
needed at this time. All three underwater pool 
lights are operating. If you look toward the pool 
at night from your balcony, you can see them. 

Poinciana Condominium 3 continues top next column 

Building A's roof is still being analyzed to find the 
best and most economical way to stop some leaks 
and water intrusion. The Lake Worth Water Dis-
trict has marked off the area along the canal that 
parallels Birdie Drive. They will be removing inva-
sive trees and plants that line the canal and are a 
safety hazard to flood prevention. When they are 
finished, we will work on  beautification solutions 
to the property line. 
Please recycle properly. If you are not sure where 
to place an item, put it into the big dumpsters. The 
only materials that can be recycled in Palm Beach 
County's program are the ones listed on the Yes 
and No signs posted in each recycle room. 
The following items are never recycled. They 
could endanger the safety of waste workers, harm 
the environment, or damage the recycling center. 

•  Plastic Bags 
•  Foam Products 
•  Aluminum Foil or Pans 
•  Shredded Paper  
•  Plastic Eating Utensils or Straws 
•  Paper Plates  
•  Paper Towels or Napkins  
•  Coat Hangers 
•  Light Bulbs  
•  Needles 

When in doubt, throw it out – into the dumpster. 
Until next month!  
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BARCLAY BITS 
by Ina Baron 

The Barclay and the Ambassador are side-by-
side buildings sharing a pool. We also share 
friendships with the residents. Last month, we 
lost a very dear friend, and the shock of her 
passing hit us all. We shall always remember 
the funny, caring, charismatic person that was 
Veronica [Ronnie] Gearhart  
 

Valentine's Day. We celebrated it at Mel's Way.  
What a pleasant evening. The food was off the 
charts. Awesome. Dining alfresco is the way to 
go. 
 

Hopefully, by the time this edition is handed 
out, our aging elevator will be almost complet-
ed with its overhaul. I know I, for one, will not 
miss the squeaks and rumbles and grinding 
noises that it used to produce.   

Another SCAM WARNING:  
A person is claiming to be from Medicare and 
calls to inform you that Medicare will be send-
ing you a new Medicare card because there 
was a mixup with the previous card. They then 
ask you to confirm the number on the card you 
have.  NO WAY, BUDDY!  Just hang up.  Inter-
estingly enough, it is the same voice that calls 
for Apple, Microsoft, and a few others.  Usually, 
there is a woman's voice on there as well. Just 
HANG UP.  We may be old, but not stupid. 
 

With the heat of the warm weather months 
coming, a quick and easy dinner is called for -

 
zucchini, tomatoes, cucumber, diced red, 
green, or orange pepper and add to V-8 juice 
with a sprig of Celery and a splash of hot 
sauce.  Pair with a great salad from Mel's Way 
or a sandwich, and you are good to go. Their 
Meat Lover's Salad is like a Chef's Salad, 
which is awesome, and their Caesar's Salad 

out on their Patio dining space is delightful. 
The tables are well spaced for social distancing 
 

Have you gotten your COVID-19 vaccination 
yet?  The best and easiest venue to go to is at 
the Fair Grounds.  We were in and out within a 
half an hour. This is through the State Depart-
ment of Health. The PUBLIX site is the most 
frustrating. 
Looking forward to a fun Happy St. Patrick's 
Day. 

DORCHESTER   
by Marilyn Siegel  

The Dorchester Annual Board Meeting was held 
on February 10. The new 2021 Board Officers 
are: 
President - Andrea Ford 
Treasurer - Philip Antico 
Secretary - Patricia Bialke 

We congratulate and wish them well. We also 
must thank Allen Taschner, past president, for his 
years of service to the Dorchester community and 
its Board of Directors. 
 

In the past month, the Dorchester has welcomed 
back Ann Marsan. Ann was a long-time owner 
and resident who has returned to us as a snow-
bird. It has been reported that Ann is happily  
reconnecting with her old friends.  
The ever on-going projects include the North Ele-
vator repairs and upgrades. The new pump was 
successfully installed, but then the electronic 
problems began. That is now resolved, and fin-
gers are crossed that all will be well until our next 
scheduled upgrade. Our dryer vents were 
cleaned last December, but some units were not 
accessible. Healthier Indoor Air was kind enough 
to offer us a free make-up day for the dryer vents 
that weren't done. We again thank those resi-
dents who stayed home or offered the use of their 
security key to allow any accumulated lint to be 
cleaned out. As the new month of February has 
begun, we have hired a new landscaper, KMR. 
We're looking forward to a new, sharper look 
around our property.  
Unfortunately, the condition of the trash rooms 
has become a problem, with garbage not properly 
bagged before being sent down the chutes and 
items that should be put in recycling containers 
are left scattered on the floors. This is not ac-
ceptable. It's dirty and can attract vermin! As a 
reminder, please make sure your trash bags are 
securely tied shut. If necessary, double bag your 
trash to prevent any open refuse from spilling out. 
Recycling is not a new idea. We've all been doing 
it for a long time. PLEASE, put flattened card-
board boxes, empty cartons, and newspapers in 
the YELLOW recycling containers; and any 
rinsed out glass, plastic, or metal bottles, cans, 
jars, or other assorted containers into the BLUE 
recycling container.  

Dorchester continues top of next page 
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Recycling containers are taken out to the curb on 
Tuesdays. If there is no container in the trash 
room, your choices are to either take it out to the 
curbside containers waiting for pick-up or hold 
the recycling until the containers are cleaned and 
returned to the trash rooms. DO NOT leave trash 
or recycling on the trash room floors! Finally, 
household items such as old furniture, rugs, or 
TVs go out on Wednesday afternoons to the 
curb's grassy area. Do not put this kind of trash 
out earlier in the week. It damages the grass and 
looks terrible! This was never a problem before, 
and we appreciate everyone who has worked to 
keep our shared home clean and attractive. 
As I, your humble correspondent, write this arti-
cle, I have been online for hours trying to sched-
ule an appointment at Publix for the Covid vac-
cine. I've called different county locations and left 
the requested information. By the time you read 
this, it is hoped that we have been able to secure 
any brand of the much-needed vaccine, or at 
least an appointment!  
On a happier note, our Canasta card players 
continue to go to Mel's for their weekly games, 
and Bingo goes on. 
Stay well, and we will all get through this crazy 
time. 

Dorchester continued from previous page ESSEX  
by Toni Mirobelli 

 

I hope everyone is staying well. The vaccination 
process is slow, and it seems it will be several 
months, at least, till the virus conditions im-
prove. Please remember to wear a mask, wash 
your hands frequently and practice social dis-
tancing.  
 

We are still waiting for Palm Beach County to 
process the permit for paving our parking lot. 
We will keep you updated as we receive up-
dates, but it may take a while since there are 
over 500 applications in front of ours. 
 

We were fortunate to escape damage from the 
last hurricane season. However, during some 
recent very windy days, a couple of the flower-
ing trees were severely damaged. We will have 
new ones planted as Spring weather permits. A 

damage done by contractors or delivery people. 
We recently incurred damage to the South ele-
vator when delivery people mishandled a mat-
tress. It is your responsibility to check elevators 
and walkways after work or deliveries are com-
pleted and report the damage to a board mem-
ber of CMC Management. 
Please be aware that the second, third, and 
fourth-floor trash rooms are for RECYCLABLES 
ONLY. Large items are being left in the trash 
rooms on these floors and should be held in 

smaller items that don’t belong in recycling bins 
should be brought down and put in the dump-
sters on the first floor. The problem that results 
from situations like the building repairs men-
tioned above and the incorrect use of trash 
rooms is that these types of cases are what 
causes us to spend money – material and re-
pairs - and time Ash uses that could be used for 
his regular maintenance work. Our budget is 
tight. Please help us avoid unnecessary ex-
penses so we can concentrate on needed items 
for the building. 

A recommendation regarding our community – 
consider having dinner at or delivered by Mel’s 
Way Café. I can personally attest to the deli-
ciousness of several of their entrees! 
I hope everyone who celebrates has a Zissen 
Passover! 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The Ides of March 
was a deadline for 
ancient Romans to 
settle their debts. 
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Condos 1 & 2 continued next column 

CONDO 1 & 2   
Jamison, Kendall, Lenox, Margate,  

Norfolk, Oxford & Princeton. 
by Joy Finer, President 

Wow, March already! We hope everyone is stay-
ing safe and healthy during these trying times. 
Covid-19 restrictions are still in place, and we en-
courage you to be mindful of wearing masks and 
social distancing while in common areas. We 
need to keep our community safe. The staff is do-
ing their best to keep the common areas clean. 
Welcome to our new Poinciana 1 & 2 Board 
Members. They are already very busy addressing 
issues in our community. Thank you for all your 
time volunteering. It is going to be a great 2021 
season.  
Our website has been updated, and all pertinent 
information, required documents, reports, 
minutes, and updated information can be found 
by logging in at www.poinciana1and2com. All 
residents are encouraged to join all Board Meet-
ings from Poinciana 1 & 2 and our Community 
Board. These meetings are held virtually for now. 
Please check your emails and bulletin boards for 
dates and times. 

Welcome to all our new owners and residents. If 
you see a new resident, reach out and let them 
know what a great choice they have made mov-
ing into Poinciana 1 & 2. In the coming months, 
you will be noticing a lot of major construction 
happening on some buildings. Please be aware 
of construction areas, keep your distance and 
move your cars when asked. This is for your 
safety. Sorry for the inconvenience. 
Our association pool at 3663 Via Poinciana is 
open from sunrise to sunset every day. Please 
sign in and out of the pool each time you are 
there and do your part in maintaining social dis-
tancing. 
HELP STOP UNNECESSARY REPAIR COSTS 
TO YOUR UNIT AND YOUR NEIGHBORS: 
Maintain your Condo! Every home requires regu-
lar maintenance, and condominiums are no ex-
ception. 

SOME REMINDERS: 
 Dryer vents should be cleaned out regularly 

as they become clogged with lint. This makes 
 

potential of causing a fire. 
�  Wax seals under your toilets and hot water 
heaters should be replaced every ten years. 
�  Check appliance connections every few 
months. This will stop unnecessary leaks. 
�  A/C filters need to be replaced monthly all 
year long. 
�  If you are not a year-round resident, someone 
should be checking your condo weekly, and you 
should never go away without turning off your 
water. 
�  Daily garbage should be bagged and thrown 
down the trash chute or placed in the dumpster 
on the first floor. 
�  Recycled items should be placed in the yellow 
and blue bins-NO bags, please! Remember that 
this is OUR HOME. 
� Do NOT flush any wipes down your toilets 
(even if they say flushable). Do NOT put any oil 
or grease down your kitchen drains. We’ve had 
a number of very expensive repairs to our drain 
system recently. PLEASE HELP US!!! 
All these hints will help to reduce damage to 
your condo and those around you. If you suspect 
a violation of our Rules and Regulations, please 
contact the office by email. Please continue to 
lock your vehicles and set your alarms. If you 
see any suspicious behavior, please contact the 
Sheriff at 911 IMMEDIATELY no matter what 
time of day. 
As soon as Covid19 restrictions are lifted, our 
Social Committee will be planning safe events. 
There are no scheduled activities in the club-
house, and the meeting rooms, fitness center, 
and other amenities remain closed. 
Wishing all that celebrate a Happy Passover. 
Please continue to support our Golf Course and 
Mel’s Way Bistro. They are both open and ad-
hering to CDC and Palm Beach County guide-
lines. Mel’s Way is open Tuesday-Saturday and 
available for private parties on Sundays and 
Mondays as well. Check your bulletin boards for 
their entertainment schedule. The golf course is 
open every day. They both bring life to our com-
munity, and we thank them. 
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CARLISLE CHATTER 
by Lynn Sands  

More owners and guests are heading to Florida 
to escape the harsh northern winter. We are 
seeing more cars in Carlisle’s parking lot and 
more people at our pool. Our 2020 Board and 

the pool area safe from COVID-19 infection. 
Continuing our regiment in keeping social dis-
tance is crucial  
For people over 65 years old and still needing 
COVID-19 immunization shots, you can register 
at the website: floridahealthcovid19.gov. Check 
early mornings daily; immediately make your 
appointment as soon as you receive your site 
options. As more vaccines become available, 
many more sites will open. Check your local 
drugstores, food markets, etcetera. Continue to 
wear a mask until safety restrictions are lifted. 
Yes indeed, “we are all in this together.” 
We are fortunate to have a restaurant in our 
main clubhouse. This Pandemic has forced 
many small businesses to close. Despite any 
possible financial difficulty, Mel’s Way Bistro has 
continued to offer food and music to Poinciana 
residents. Mel’s delivers, has outdoor seating, 
and adheres to all safety measures.  
Mel’s is open for lunch and dinner 5 days a 
week, closing Sundays and Mondays, with din-
ner music daily. Food Specials include Prime 
Rib Special on Tuesday and Fish and Shrimp 
Fry on Wednesday. Their diverse menu offers 
selections for every palate at reasonable prices.  
For reservations, call 561-530-7947. Ask for 
Mel.  
Carlisle owners are updating their condos, mod-
ernizing them as to personal preference. These 
renovations are important as they do increase 
condo values, but we are not to place old bulk 
items in the garbage rooms. Please advise your 
handymen that refrigerators, stoves, toilet 
bowls, sinks, cabinets, and other bulk items 
MUST be placed in the grass areas behind the 
recycle bins. These bins are located on both the 
east and west sides of the building’s parking lot. 
Ligia, our building maintenance person, does a 
fine job in keeping the Carlisle clean.  

She cannot lift these heavy items outside for 
the garbage truck. Bulk item removal is every 
Thursday. Owners should call Advanced Dis-
posal at 561-471-6110 to schedule a pickup. 
Owners must abide by this rule to avoid a pos-
sible fine 
Have a happy St. Patrick’s Day. More news 
next month! 

Carlise Chatter continues next column 

The Patio Homes 
by Ruth Ruttkay 

 

Our Annual homeowners' meeting and Board 
Election was held outside at our pool due to 
restrictions around the Pandemic. Board elec-
tion results are: Paul was re-elected to the 
Board. Pat Patrick was also elected to the 
Board. A short meeting of the Board took place 
after the Annual Meeting. The director's as-
signments for the current year are: 
 

• MaryAnne Pirozzi, President 
• Sheila Eastman, Vice President 
• Paul Ferretti, Treasurer 
• Ruth Ruttkay, Secretary 
• Pat Patrick, Member at Large 
 

I will continue on as our representative on 
Poinciana Community Group. Congratulations 
to our re-elected and newly elected Board 
Members! I want to add a special thank you to 
Bob Alpern for his service on the Board over 
the past many years. I would also like to thank 
Myranne Feinstein for her role as Nomination 

 
assisted in the vote tabulation. 
 

At the meeting, we discussed, among other 
things, the 2021 budget. A motion was made to 
approve the budget as submitted. A vote was 
taken, and it was approved unanimously. If you 
are interested in receiving a copy of the 2021 
Budget, please reach out to Paul Ferretti, 
Treasurer. 
 

Also, don't forget to check out the website 
www.poinciana.club. Hopefully, it won't be long 
until we see Channel 63 online with the activi-
ties, updates, and happenings at the Club-
house. 
 

and be sure to visit the Golf Club. 
Best wishes to all for good health and stay 
safe! 
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POINCIANA PLACE TOWNHOMES 
by Michael Reardon  

 

Like most of you, I have relatives all over the 
country. During the summer months, I get a lot of 
snickering calls and emails asking, "How's the 
humidity down there?" or "How do you put up 
with the heat and humidity?" So, for the last few 
weeks, I have been getting my revenge. I have 
been texting them our current temperature and 
asking them what their temperature is. Who's 
snickering now! 
It appears that more and more of our residents 
are getting their Covid-19 vaccinations. Most of 
the members I have talked to about their vaccina-
tion either have an appointment coming up or 
have already had their first shot. I encourage you 
to sign on to https://www.publix.com/covid-
vaccine/florida or to call: 866-201-6754 (Palm 
Beach County Health Department) if you haven't 
been successful in obtaining a vaccine shot. The 
sooner we have everyone vaccinated in our com-
munity, the sooner we can begin socializing 
again. Let's have a community BBQ soon! 
Several residents have asked about the brown 
spots appearing on their lawns in recent days. 
Our landscaper says that the spots' primary 
cause is the lack of rain we have been experienc-
ing over the past few months. Because it has 
been unseasonably dry, the lawn browns out in 
those areas that the sprinkler system does not 
reach consistently. Also, some lawns have picked 
up some mold which is affecting the grass. Hullett 
has recently sprayed the lawns to control the 
mold, so we should see some improvement over 
the next few weeks as long as we get some rain. 
The Board is beginning to make some headway 
on the development of Rules for the community. 
Many wonder why we need rules. The truth is 
most of us do not need rules to guide us to do the 
right thing. We know what is right and what is 
wrong. The unfortunate fact is that some do not 
care or are too lazy to do the right thing. It is, for 
this reason, we must put rules into place. It pro-
tects those who follow the rules from those who 
do not. If we do not have written rules that every-
one knows, then there is no way that our Associ-
ation can enforce the rules for those that abuse 
them.  

Those of us who are on the Board take rule de-
velopment very seriously. We need to sweat 
the details and get it right. We don't need to be 
Condo Nazis. In fact, we follow a careful policy 
that requires all proposed rules to have the fol-
lowing attributes: 
• Rules must be necessary. 
• Rules must be reasonable. 
• Rules must be fair. 

        right. 
•  

 
• Rules must relate to and support the purpose of  
      our Association. 
• Rules must be enforced uniformly. 

Although the Board has the authority and the re-
sponsibility to develop rules, input from owners is 
critical to the overall acceptance of those rules. That 
is why we will be reaching out to ask for your input 
in the weeks ahead. We all need to be involved in 
rulemaking. 
Our next Board meeting will be held on March 9 at 
7 PM on the Zoom platform. Information and Zoom 
details will be sent out to all those who have signed 
up to be a part of the community's email list. If you 
wish to be included in our group email communica-
tions, please go to our website (www.pptha.org) and 
select the option to "Join our email notification list." 

Poinciana Place Townhomes continues next column 

GRAMERCY 
by Donna Lee O'Brian  

Gramercy would like to thank Lou Rodino for his 
years of dedication and service to the Poinciana 
Community.  
Due to Covid 19, we cannot host a welcoming 
celebration for our new unit owners: 105-Menzel, 

407-Orostegeui/Pico, and 408-Paredes. We want 

when the Covid restrictions are lifted, we will 
have a celebration for all unit owners to attend.   
Dynamic Elevator Co. is still working on modern-
izing Gramercy's east elevator and should be fin-
ished soon. No definite date as yet.  
God speed and stay safe. 
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IMPERIAL 8 & 9 
by Dorothy Coutsakis 

  

Our Annual Meeting was held on January 29, 
2021. Thankfully, we were able to hold the meet-
ing in our Clubhouse where we were all 
screened, and our temperatures were taken to 
ensure our safety. Thank you to Kathy Iacovan-
gelo for her patience and hard work collecting 
everyone’s paperwork at the door. 
Our Board Members have taken their oath of of-
fice and are ready to work for the new year. The 
Board members are as follows: Louis Rodino, 
President; Dorothy Coutsakis, Vice President; 
Gary Rubenstein, Treasurer; Michael Ezratty, 
Secretary; Tony Iacovangelo, Director; Bruce 
Lapidus, Director. It is a difficult and sometimes a 

who have stepped in when needed. 

Octavio Mateo, who has been on the Board for a 
long time, has decided to resign. He will be 
missed, and we want to thank him for all the work 
he has done over the years. You may remember 

 
if you bought before Covid-19. We wish him well. 

Many topics were discussed at the Annual Meet-
ing. Board members spoke on numerous issues. 
Our President, Lou Rodino, and Michael Ezratty 
went over the problems of joint expansion on 4 of 
our floors in Building 9. We are already in the pro-
cess of repairing these floors. It is a noisy job and 
quite dusty while they remove the concrete. We 
are still moving along with a new bank that will 
allow online banking and the ability to make a 
choice.  We are still working on our cameras and 
will have them within the next six months. 
Sales are skyrocketing, and we seem to be doing 
very well in the booming market. As fast as we 
have one on the market, it seems to be sold. Due 
to our increased fees for closings, we have added 
approximately $9,000 to last year’s income. 
I know this is a very difficult time for some of us. 
The pool is still closed to all those who are NOT 

of us all. We have signs posted at the gate to the 

 

Just a reminder to let us know your mailing ad-
dress when you leave Poinciana. We do send 
out mail to all owners. If we are not sure if you 
are here or at another address, we send it to 
both, and it is a waste of money. 
You are probably seeing new people around the 
walkways and elevators. We hope to have an 
introduction BBQ as soon as we can open the 
pool area to all. Looking forward to seeing you 
all when Covid-19 is over. 

Imperial continues top of next column 

USING ZOOM TO TRAVEL  
THE WORLD by JAN CHAMBERLAIN 

  

During my retirement years, I have pursued my 
love of travel at a time when the timetables of oth-
ers no longer determine life. I run theatre outings 
and extended-stay vacations for fellow retirees. 
This past year has curtailed my ability to travel, but 
I have discovered an opportunity to see some of 
the world's wonders from the comfort of my home. 
 

During the past month, I have been able to tour 
the Sistine Chapel, the Catacombs of Paris, Pom-
pei, the Louvre, and three of Rome's Iconic Piaz-
zas. All of this without the long flights overseas, 
standing in lines, and high cost of travel. I was 
able to gaze at Da Vinci's Mona Lisa without 
crowds' encumbrance while the guide gave his 
talk about the history of the artist and painting. He 
highlighted other masterpieces on a private tour 
(by photographic slides) throughout the Louvre, 
which awoke a desire to visit in person when safer 
times arrive. The cost is about $13 for the tour and 
offers a window to see these destinations. Just 
enough to whet your appetite for an in-person tour 
at a later date. The Catacombs of Paris tour al-
lowed me to view this historical site that I would be 
unable to see in person because of a fear of small 
spaces underground. It even pictured an Air B & B 
in the catacombs. Imagine spending the night in a 
bed surrounded by hundreds of skeletons. That is 
a destination I will not put on my "To Do" List.  
 

These wonderful opportunities are offered by tour 

 
boomerang.com provide opportunities to tour 
world historical sites with an expert tour guide who 
answers questions and gives historical footnotes 
and trivia about the area without the trappings of 
long distances travel. Some of the tours are avail-
able for a small fee ($13), while YouTube offers 
many virtual tours free of charge, wonderful but 
not interactive.  Using Zoom continues top of page 17 
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HAMLET 
It's a New Year commencing, and we are again 
off to a new start. The Hamlet held its annual 
meeting on the 10th of January. Because of the 
lingering Pandemic, we were forced to have it in 
two sections of attendance, and everything 
seemed to go well. The new Board was in-
stalled by and officiated by Joyce Friedmen. 
The new Board consisted of returning Board 
members Russ Donnelly, Joe Malka, Harvey 
Tabachnick, and the new members Wendy 
Pearlman, Alan Zinn, Brenda Van Sickler, and 
Feraydoon Samali. Russ Donnelly was voted 
President again.  
We are looking forward to a year with fewer ex-
penditures. We recently had to complete two 

in the stack by 101 up to 401, and the overall 
cost was approximately $14,000.00. We also 
had to replace the elevator control arms for the 
elevator doors, which amounted to approxi-
mately $14,000.00 for both elevators. These ex-
penditures were covered by cutting back on 
some expenses and using our contingency re-
serve. We are happy to report that there are no 
significant expenditures on the horizon.  
The unification of the Master Corp (our road 
commission) and the Road Corp have fallen 
through, so our Road Corp will remain the 
same.  
The Poinciana Community Group has several 
projects on the horizon - the installation of new 
vinyl flooring in the Clubhouse, the repair of the 
perimeter wall on Lake Worth Road, and the re-
placement of a 12-ton A.C. unit at the Club-
house. Our reps will keep you advised as to the 
progress. 

the passing of two dear residents of the Hamlet.  
First, Henry Marks who was one of the longest 

. 
Henry was a man with many a story to go along 
with his longevity. His reflections always made 
for many interesting memories of his life and all 
the famous acquaintances that he had known. 
He will be missed, especially at our Wednesday 
barbeques. R.I.P. Henry. Our second loss was 
a friend to all, John McCoy. John was very ac-
tive in the Poinciana Men's Club and was recog-
nized for his always broad smile, R.I.P our 
friend John. 

They range from a 15 minute quick tour of Machu 
Picchu to hour-long tours of the Colosseum, vari-
ous aquariums, and historical cities and land-
marks throughout the world.  
 

Toronto Zoo held free tours of the various pavil-
ions located in the zoo and are offering training 
session viewing with the animals. I was able to 
watch the animals while a technician gave talks 
on habitat, eating habits, and fun facts on the ani-
mals. I have booked a giraffe and hippo training 
session to watch the trainers work with the ani-
mals. The training sessions do have a nominal 
cost of $5.00.  
 

Goboomerang.com also offers many workshops 
and lessons on painting techniques, cooking, yo-
ga, writing, calligraphy, drawing, finances, medi-
tation, etc. I have participated in many cooking 
classes including making truffles, cheese 
Gougieres, chili, boeuf bourguignon, and tira-
misu. A small charge is involved. 
 

If you are looking for a break from COVID wor-
ries, I encourage you to spend some time explor-
ing some of the internet's virtual offerings. 

Using Zoom continued from page 15 



POINCIANA TODAY                                      18 



POINCIANA TODAY                                      19 

Banking on Hope  
Planning Travel This Year and Next 
by Sue Painter, Travel Advisor 

www.travelchangeslife.com 
If you’re like me, you love to travel, but your 
wings have been clipped for the past year. Let’s 
talk about how to plan your travel and what to 
watch for in 2021 and 2022. There are 3 main 
things to consider. 
 

Travel and Health Safety 
For the foreseeable future, you can expect travel 
suppliers (airlines, hotels, car rental companies, 
cruise lines, land tour operators) to operate under 
the microscope for cleanliness. Not only have 
suppliers had to meet much stricter protocols for 
cleanliness and how they operate, but you’ll also 
be asked to meet travel safety protocols as well. 
Make sure your travel plans include things like: 
• Masking 
• Hand sanitizer 
• Proof of being covid-free with testing within 

the 72 hours prior to your travel departure. 
There’s talk in the travel industry that some travel 
suppliers might in the future require a “health 
passport,” including proof of vaccination. Travel 
health protocols change constantly, and there’s 
plenty of misinformation out there. Here’s where 
to get the straight scoop: 
• Check with your travel advisor 
•  

if you’re traveling outside the United States 
• Consult the CDC website for updated travel  
      information 
Check the website of where you are going (that 
country or state’s official tourist website) to get 
their latest information. 
The goal here is to have travel documents in or-
der and know the travel restrictions (if any) for 
arriving and departing from your destination, so 
you don’t get caught in a hassle. 
 

Protecting your travel money 
I strongly advise that when you invest in a trip, 
you take steps to protect your money. Sadly, 
some long-standing travel suppliers have gone 
out of business or are on the brink of that, and 
you don’t want to be caught up in supplier bank-
ruptcy.  

Banking On Hope continues top of next column 

I look for and book travel that can be canceled 
and doesn’t charge a penalty for cancellation. 
Travel advisors have “do not sell” lists for  
companies that have not been able or willing to 
refund money, which is one reason you want to 
use a travel advisor  
• Make sure you know the cancellation policy  
     of what you are buying. 
• If you can pay a higher deposit that is refund  
      able rather than a lower deposit that is not  
      refundable, pay the higher deposit. 
•  

 
• Look for companies that don’t require all your 
      money at the time of booking. There’s no  
      reason to buy a trip that is a considerable  
      investment of your money and pay for the  
      entire thing a year in advance. I avoid selling 
      travel companies who require that, it’s not a  
      good use of your money.  
 

Go small or private for fewer crowds and a 
much better trip  
Your time is valuable, and when you travel that’s 
even more true. You may not ever go back to 
that destination again. The worst thing ever is to 
be stuck in a crowd or on a time schedule that 
doesn’t give you the time to do what you really 
wanted to do. 
 

Coming out of a pandemic is the time to think 
about small groups, small ships, and private 
travel. You will have better service, more help if 
something goes wrong, and be able to get into 
and out of destinations that bigger groups simply 
will not be able to access. Your travel advisor 
can show you how to buy private travel in almost 
any country, and you’ll be able to set your itiner-
ary specifically to what you most want to see 
and do. It will be smoother, much more pleasant, 
and safer health-wise, too. 
 

It’s exciting to think that after our hiatus at home 
for 2020, we can start planning travel now. It will 
be different, but it will be exciting and fun to 
head off to new or favorite destinations once 
again with smart planning. You are welcome to 
leave your name and email at this link if you’d 
like to get my travel updates: 
travelchangeslife.com/travelnews,  
which I send 2 or 3 times a month.   
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POINCIANA TENNIS 
by Kathy Graves  

As I'm writing this in mid-
February, the weather is very 

our tennis play. The turnout par-
ticipation is great, with mostly all four courts in 
use during our winter season. 
It is surprising how many nationalities we boast 
amongst our Poinciana tennis players! Years 
ago, for one of our special social events, one of 
our players, Kurt Bomze, researched and pre-
pared a list of our foreign-born players for recog-
nition at that event. I thought this might make an 
interesting subject to explore for our tennis news-
letter article and had contacted Kurt to see if he 
would update this list for this newspaper publica-
tion. He readily agreed but has been delayed, so 
please keep on the lookout for this forthcoming 
article by Kurt. 
We miss our Canadian players but understand 
and respect their abiding by their country's rec-
ommendation to not travel. We keep the emails 
going, though, and stay in touch. 
Most of us are on lists to receive the covid vac-
cine shots, and many have already had the first 
one at the time of this writing. 
We invite all Poinciana residents to join us on the 
courts at 8 AM on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays. 

LADIES GOLF 
by Pat Murray 

Hello again from Ladies Golf! We 
had a great annual meeting complete 

that attended received a golf towel.  
Our season is running smoothly so 
far, with only a few weather cancella-

tions. We have played some fun games such as 
three blind mice and will soon have a low gross 
and low net day. We have scored some birdies 
but no hole-in-one yet. Come on girls, the chal-
lenge is on! Stay tuned! 

POINCIANA PLATES 
by Toni Mirobelli 

 

Shaw and is annually celebrated on 3/14 by 
math nerds, engineers, etc. Mathematicians con-
sider pi an infinite decimal because the digits go 
on, well, infinitely. Pi calculations are used in 
math, construction, space exploration, and many 
scientific projects.   
Since I am not a math nerd, I celebrate "Pie Day" 
on 3/14. Ancient Egyptians are thought to be the 
first to prepare pies, but history indicates Greeks 
and Romans served a similar dish.  
 

Here are a few fun facts about pies: 
--Apple pie is the U.S. favorite. 

when only affluent households could afford the 
ingredients for both the bottom and top crusts. 
--At one point, it was against the law to serve ice 
cream on cherry pie in Kansas. 
To celebrate Pi Day or Pie Day here is an easy 
no-bake pie recipe: 
 

BLACK FOREST PIE 
Ingredients:  
1 6oz ready to use chocolate crust (or graham 
cracker crust) 
1 8oz cream cheese, softened 
1/3 cup granulated sugar 
1 cup sour cream 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
1 8oz carton Cool Whip, thawed 

2 tablespoons powdered sugar 
1  21oz can cherry pie filling 
 

In a mixing bowl, beat cream cheese and granu-
lated sugar till smooth and combined. Add in 
sour cream and vanilla extract. Beat until com-
bined. 
Stir in the Cool Whip with a spatula until it is well 
mixed.  Spread half of this mixture into the ready 
to use pie crust. 
Add cocoa powder and powdered sugar to the 

to-
gether until combined. Spread evenly over the 
cream cheese layer. 
Cover and refrigerate for at least 8 hours or over-
night. Cut into slices and serve each slice topped 
with some cherry pie filling. 
Happy Pie Day!! 
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FLORIDA FUN FACTS 
by THOMAS LEONARD 

 

PRESIDENTS IN PARADISE 
Have American Presidents had an impact on the 
State of Florida? The short answer is an affirma-
tive one, but let's look at a few factual examples. 
Georgia was consistently raided by Creek and 
Seminole Indians from their settlements near 
Pensacola. The future President of the United 
States, Andrew Jackson, led a force of over 
4,000 soldiers into the Spanish Territory of Flori-
da and burnt down the Indian town of Tallahas-
see. He captured two American men found sell-
ing weapons.President Harry Truman and his 
wife loved winter vacations in Key West, staying 
on the Navy Base and socializing with neighbors. 
Harry also enjoyed his card game, Poker, with 
friends and bourbon on the rocks. Key West is a 
popular stop for visitors, and the former Truman 
House is as popular with people as visiting Hem-
ingway's house. 
 

President John Kennedy's father, Joseph Kenne-
dy, purchased a large home and estate at 9501 
N. County Rd in Palm Beach in 1933. It was used 
for many years as a retreat and vacation home by 
all members of the family. In 1954, John Kennedy 
had extensive surgery on his back. He spent 
1954 and 1955 bedridden and in rehabilitation at 
this home and slowly regained his health and mo-
bility. It was during this time he wrote a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning book, Profiles in Courage. Later as 
President, he often brought his wife and children 
to this Florida home. When in residence, he was 
often seen by people out in public. On November 
17, 1963, he attended Sunday Church Services 
at Saint Ann's Church at 310 Olive St. Five days 
later, he was killed in Texas  
 

Richard Nixon once complained to his friend, 
Florida Senator George Smathers, about the long 
plane ride returning to his home in California. 
Senator Smathers invited Nixon to visit his home 
on Key Biscayne Bay in 1968. Nixon enjoyed 
playing golf with his friends, including Bebe Re-
bozo and Jackie Gleason. Eventually, Nixon 
bought a home. Five other homes were built on 
the property, and it became known as the Key 
Biscayne White House.  

In 1973 Nixon was there when he was told of the 

In 1985 Donald Trump purchased the Mar-a-
Lago Mansion and 17-acre estate on Palm 
Beach from the Marjorie Post family. After addi-
tions and renovations were completed, it was 
turned into a private members-only club. There 
were 50 bedrooms, and he maintains a private 
apartment. After he was elected President in 
2017, he entertained Japanese Minister Abe and 
later the Chinese President, Xi Jinping at Mar-a-
Lago. Since leaving the Presidency in 2021, he 
claims this as his permanent residence. 
 

We who live at The Poinciana Club enjoy all its 
amenities. We also have broad panoramic views 
from our windows over the golf course. We enjoy 
views of egrets, iguanas, golfers, sunsets, 
ponds, and palm trees. The adjacent community 
has many retail services, medical clinics, phar-
macies, grocery stores, bowling alleys, shopping 
malls, parks, and restaurants that are easily ac-
cessible. Like these Presidents, we all also enjoy 
life in our own Florida Paradise.  

Florida Fun Facts continues top of next column 
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 FOR MORE INFORMATION  
Contact Pat Sullivan at 

  ESULL5309@COMCAST.NET 
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